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Resource Guide for Friends of the Park Groups

SUPPLIES AND IN KIND SERVICES

Park Pride Tool Bank

Park Pride maintains a collection of tools that it makes available to community groups conducting volunteer work days in their parks.  We have enough tools to accommodate groups of up to 50 volunteers.

Mulch, Plants & Supplies
The City of Atlanta Office of Parks usually can supply parks mulch upon request, given a two week notice.  The Office of Parks also makes available a limited supply and diversity of annual plants in late spring/early summer.  In limited cases, the Office of Parks may be able to supply landscape timbers, pre-fab benches and other supplies.  Park Pride coordinates the distribution of these resources on behalf of the Office of Parks.
Corporate & Civic Volunteers

With limited exceptions, Park Pride manages all volunteer work in City of Atlanta Parks.  In this role, many corporations and civic organizations come to Park Pride seeking volunteer opportunities in parks.  Park Pride works to connect these volunteers with needs identified by our Friends of the Park groups.  The best way to get help is to work with our Community Builder to develop a scope of work for a volunteer work day in your park.
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Friends Raising
The foundation for all of Park Pride’s programs.  Out Community Builder will help your community group get organized around your park – or develop goals and a plan of action for existing groups.  The trainings are supplemented by how-to guides, an annual check-up, and templates for surveys, solicitations, etc.

Fiscal Partners

Park Pride can serve as the nonprofit fiscal agent for communities looking to raise money for a playground, pavilion or any park improvement.  For a small fee, Park Pride will accept donations, track donors, and write thank-you notes.

Park Design Clinic

Every September, Park Pride hosts a park design clinic at the Atlanta Botanical Garden.  The clinic helps community groups develop landscaping plans for park gateways, beauty spots or other prominent locations.  Residents can register for the clinic by submitting an application that includes a map and pictures of the site.

Park Visioning

Each year, Park Pride works with three or four City of Atlanta communities to develop a Park Vision – a “conceptual master plan” – for their park.  This is an intense, 8-10 month process that requires the active engagement of an 8-12 person steering committee that will organize surveys, outreach and 4 public meetings.  Park Pride’s Director of Park Visioning is a certified landscape architect with a Bachelors of Science in horticulture.

Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference

Every spring, Park Pride brings national park and greenspace experts to Atlanta to join state and local park leaders for a stellar, one-day park and greenspace conference.  A wonderful opportunity to learn, network and be inspired.  Very reasonably priced, with limited financial assistance available.
GRANT PROGRAMS

Community Micro Grants – up to $1,000
Each year, Park Pride provides matching grants of up to $1,000 for park improvements.  The Community Micro Grant program partners with the City of Atlanta’s Neighborhood Planning Unit (NPU) system to allocate $1,000 annually within each NPU.  The grants are available for making capital improvements to a public park or greenspace in the City of Atlanta.

Tree Planting Grants – up to $5,000

Park Pride manages a tree planting grant program with funds made available from the City of Atlanta’s Tree Recompense Fund.  Matching grants of up to $5,000 are available to fund tree plantings in parks.  Please note that the matching funds can be dedicated to any park improvement, while the Tree Planting Grant can only be spent to plant trees.

Community Grants -- $20,000-$50,000
In 2007, Park Pride began an exciting new program that offers a limited number of $20,000-$50,000 matching grants for capital improvements to City of Atlanta Parks.  Groups applying for these grants must have a proven track record of achievement in their park.

OTHER LOCAL RESOURCES

In addition to the resources offered directly by Park Pride, Friends of the Park Groups may avail themselves of these additional resources:

Atlanta Community Tool Bank

When Park Pride’s tool bank is not big enough to meet your needs.  For a nominal membership fee, organizations can borrow from the Tool Bank’s Tool $400,000+ Lending library.  www.toolbank.org  404-880-0054

National Wildlife Federation

Through NWF's Backyard Wildlife HabitatTM program you can learn how to turn your yard, garden, schoolyard or local park into sanctuaries for wildlife and people. Learn how to create these beautiful places and reinvigorate the world around us.  www.nwf.org  404-876-8733
Trees Atlanta

Trees Atlanta is a local nonprofit organization that organizes tree plantings and tree maintenance workdays in the City of Atlanta and inside the Perimeter in DeKalb and Cobb Counties.  www.treesatlanta.org 404-422-4097
NATIONAL GRANTS

There are many national organizations that offer grant programs to help you improve your park.  Below is a brief sampling.

KaBOOM!

KaBOOM! is a national nonprofit organization that promotes play.  The offer seed grants of up to $4,500 for new playgrounds and do a limited number of playground builds in metro Atlanta.  www.kaboom.org
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

Has several grant programs available to promote the preservation of wildlife habitat and restoration of waterways and wetlands.  http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Grants 
Nike Bowerman Track Program

This ten-year, $2 million program, administered by Nike's Corporate Responsibility department, provides matching funds of up to $50,000 to youth-oriented nonprofit organizations anywhere in the world.  www.nikebiz.com
