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  Guiding Principles for the BeltLine

Park Pride is excited by the potential of the proposed Atlanta BeltLine Project to transform our City and our park system.  In an era where few cities can create large parks, Atlanta is fortunate to have this truly unique opportunity.  Creating a common vision of the BeltLine Project will require cooperation among diverse interests, a willingness to work toward what is best for the Atlanta community as a whole and development of strong public support through education and outreach.

Park Pride views the BeltLine as a three-legged stool, based on parkland, transportation and development.  We recognize that the vision cannot be accomplished without new, sustainable development, including appropriate residential and commercial density.  We believe that there are certain underlying values to which the development (and redevelopment) of the BeltLine must adhere.  In this spirit, Park Pride endorses the following eight principles:

1) The BeltLine Project should maximize the creation of new parkland.

2) Space for parks, paths and transit should be identified and secured at the outset.  Land use changes and rezoning should respect these identified parks and right-of-way spaces.

3) The BeltLine must provide sufficient right-of-way for a path, transit and shade trees. 

4) Connectivity to the Beltline is essential.  Transit, greenways, paths and streetscapes should link the BeltLine to adjoining and outlying communities.

5) The BeltLine should provide transit and promote equitable development along its entire length.  All development and zoning should be consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Development Plan and the BeltLine Redevelopment Plan.
6) Community representatives must continue to play a vital, ongoing role in the creation and implementation of the Development Plans.

7) The City has an obligation to provide the resources needed to properly maintain and police the BeltLine and its adjoining parks (as well as the City’s existing parks).
8) Beltline design, construction and development practices should emphasize the protection and restoration of streams, waterways and other natural & historic resources.
ADOPTED BY PARK PRIDE BOARD AT ITS JULY, 2005 BOARD MEETING

Endorsers:  The Conservation Fund, The Piedmont Park Conservancy, The Chastain Park Conservancy, The BeltLine Neighbors Coalition, Freedom Park Conservancy, Trees Atlanta







[image: image1.jpg]