
community news

new friends!
Update on Friends of the Park groups.  New to the Park Pride family 
are these “Friends Groups”:

Friends of Bonnie Brae Park
Friends of Lillian Cooper Sheppard Park
Friends of Channing Valley Park

new park adopters! 
Thank you to the New Adopt-A-Park Participants, we are grateful 
for your dedication to our local parks. 

Ashby Circle Playlot
adopted by C.H.E.C Pro Inc.

Mayor’s #1 Park 
adopted by Georgia Natural Gas’ True Blue Volunteers

South Evelyn Place Park
adopted by Vivian Matani
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Peachtree TV/ Park Pride 

Community Award: WAWA &
Cobb Parks Coalition announced as 

winners 

Six times this year Park Pride will partner with Peachtree TV to 
salute an Atlanta-area neighborhood group or park organization 
that exemplifies community involvement with their local park or 
greenspace. Congratulations to the most recent Peachtree TV / 
Park Pride Community Award recipients:  West Atlanta Watershed 
Alliance and Cobb Parks Coalition.  

You can watch the 30-second TV spot for the current winner at 
www.parkpride.org/award.html.

friend of Park Pride receives Bank of 
America Award

Mrs. R.R. Harris is an inspiration to all those that meet her.  
Her commitment, energy and positive attitude are contagious.  
She inspires not only the Friends of Collier Heights Park, but 
surrounding communities as well.  Appropriately, this October 
Bank of America honored Mrs. Harris with a 2008 “Local Hero” 
Neighborhood Excellence Initiative® Award for her leadership in 
revitalizing Collier Heights Park and the Adamsville Triangle.  

A former police officer, Mrs. Harris has lived in her community 
in Southwest Atlanta for 30 years.   She is continuing her efforts 
to improve and better her community through her participation 
in “Visioning”, a park master plan for Collier Heights Park, in 
conjunction with Park Pride.  Because of her go-for-it attitude, she 
has inspired surrounding communities to improve their local parks as 
well.  

Milton H. Jones Jr., 
Georgia President 
for Bank of America, 
led the Fifth Annual 
Neighborhood 
Excellence Initiative® 
Awards ceremony at 
the Millennium Gate 
in Atlanta. During the 
program he effused 
admiration for the 
recipients and said, 
“[W]e’re proud to honor 
the [Local Heroes™], the 
outstanding charitable 
organizations and 
individuals who are 
working so hard to create 
a better Atlanta”.  Park 
Pride could not agree 
more.  We salute the 
efforts of Mrs. Harris and 
congratulate her on her 
award.  

Mrs. R.R. Harris won the Bank of 
America “Local Heroes” Award due in part 
to her role in the Park Visioning process for 
Collier Heights Park, which is the plan she’s 
showing here.

WAWA representatives, with the children who benefit from WAWA’s 
educational programming, receive the award at the Outdoor Activity 
Center.

Friends of Collier Heights Park pose with their award check, which will 
go toward their capital campaign.

lake claire park’s 20% expansion

The newly formed Friends of Lake Claire Park is one of Park Pride’s 
newest fiscal partners.  The group came together in an effort to expand 
Lake Claire Park by acquiring a parcel of adjacent land.  Already, 
Councilwoman Natalyn Archibong committed $5,000 for the 
effort, and the Lake Claire Neighbors voted unanimously to match 
the pledge with $5,000 of their own.  The acquisition of land would 
expand the size of the park by 20%.  At the request of the Friends 
of Lake Claire Park, Park Pride is helping the community address 
the needs of the park and also to help raise funds to implement 
the park’s expansion.  In just a couple of weeks, at the beginning 
of this initiative, more than 100 neighbors have contributed more 
than $8,000.

friends of park pride

what do “Friends of the Park” do?

The Friends of the Park program offers many resources for 
people just beginning to explore park improvements and veteran 
park advocates alike.  Our November 20 Friends of the Park 
Networking event highlighted some of the common issues that 
groups tackle:

Recruiting members- Starting out and continuing to attract 
enthusiastic members can be a challenge.  Try articles in 
community newsletters and word-of-mouth invitations to 
participate in scheduled meetings or events. 

Park Maintenance- Please report normal wear and tear, acts 
of nature or vandalism to your regional district maintenance 
supervisor.  Park Pride can provide you with the name and 
phone number for the right person for your park. 

Safety- Many groups are tackling safety by improving the 
sight lines in the park with lighting or reducing undergrowth, 
increasing positive activity and building a working 
relationship with community police.  Talk to your neighbors 
about this issue at NPU meetings and contact community 
leaders like your city council representatives.

Volunteer Days- Community, student and corporate 
volunteers work throughout the year to beautify our parks.  
When you are planning a large or small volunteer project 
please contact Park Pride to coordinate trash removal, borrow 
tools and gain access to additional volunteers. 

Programming- Many parks struggle to bring positive activity 
into the park and find that planned activities like walking 
groups or holiday activities such as Easter Egg hunts bring 
senior citizens and children back to the parks.  Be creative 
and talk to your community about ideas for your park.

Fundraising- Many communities want to raise funds to 
build a new playground, make capital improvements or 
beautify the park in general.  Friends groups have access to 
Park Pride’s fundraising manual, the fiscal partners program 
and other resources to help during the process of fundraising.

Please contact Park Pride’s Community Builder Ayanna 
Williams to strengthen your park by joining or initiating a 

Friends of the Park group in your neighborhood.
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losing a dear friend

Joseph “Jody” Brooks, passed away on October 11.  He was a park advocate and great friend to Park Pride, 
Friends of Washington Park, the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation 
and hundreds of others.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his family and loved ones.  

Jody’s family has requested that donations be made in his honor to Friends of Washington Park, in care 
of Park Pride.

Named #1 Park System in the Nation by the National 
Recreation and Parks Association

Park Pride has always held Gwinnett County up as the gold-
medal standard among parks departments in the South.  We 
particularly admire the county for dedicating both sales tax and 
property tax revenue to ensure excellence in its park system.  As 
we strive to build a world-class park system in Atlanta, we can 
learn from the commitment of Gwinnett to promote quality of 
life through its parks.

congratulations to gwinnett 
county parks and recreation!


