





Outdoor Activity Center

OAC 22.63 Acres + 2.9 Acres Alleyways= 25.53 Acres
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Your Presenter:

Darryl Haddock

Environmental Education Director
West Atlanta Watershed Alliance



History

Established in 1975 as
the Bush Mountain
Outdoor Activity
Center, the initial
purpose was to educat:
children and adults in
environmental issues
like conservation,
ecology and
appreciation of nature.




The Center struggled since 1992 to establish sustainable
operational funding. During the fall of 2002, this struggle
for funding culminated in the closing of the facility and

the dissolution of the neprofit organization that operated
it, the Outdoor Activity Center, Inc. In November 2002,
OAC reopened under new management, but continued to
be undeiresourced.



Challenges

Trails throughout the 2écre property became
overgrown, water that use to flow through the
property in creeks, dried up and was replaced by
unsightly sewer construction. Much of the wildlife
habitat has been negatively impaired. The garden is in
need of new plantings and the ever encroaching
Invasive species needs to be weeded out.
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Challenges

The median household income of
residents in 30310 is $24,604.

he area Is Inundated with vacant homes
and limited access to resources.




Richland Hills

This area has historically had

100y :

9011 high unemployment rates, a
801 low median household
gg: income, and high percentages
50! of individuals living below the
407 O AA poverty line. The majority
28: @ White population is African
1ot B Hispanic American (92.5 percent),

ol while the combination of
residents Whites and Hispanics is only

below an estimated 5.6 percent of the
pcl)ver'lty racial make up of this

eve

neighborhood.



The Opportunity

In 2007 West Atlanta Watershed Alliance entered into an
Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Atlanta
to provide public access and education programs at the
Outdoor Activity Center.

Elementary and Middle school students and youth
attending City of Atlanta Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Affairs recreation facilities were some of our first

visitors.



WAWA worked to create n

Outdoor Adventure-Based
Educationd primary focus
on inter and intrapersonal
skills through use of
individual and group
strengths to overcome
challenging obstacles.

>

Environmental Educationd
primary focus on
environmental awareness,
Interconnectedness,
ethics/values, etc.

>
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School Based Environmental
Education

Close to 1500 students a year visit the OAC



Nature in Your Neighborhood

Also in 2007 West Atlanta Watershed Alliance partnered
with Chattahoochee Nature Center to implement the

Nature in Your Neighborhood education program at the
Outdoor Activity Center.

Originally we worked with William Finch and Beecher
Hills Elementary and Brown Middle School.




Jr Naturallst Pro'gram

Incorporates:

ACitizen Scienceindividual volunteers or networks
of volunteers, many of whom may have no specific
scientific training, perform or manage research
related projects involving skills like: observation,
measurement and computation.

ﬁCommunlty Buildinggroup of people sharing the
same environment, generally with shared interests

fSense of Place/Connection to Plamtivities
taking place in the natural world specifically
designed for reflection and developing ecological
identity
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Addition

Expeditionary Educationi long-term, in-depth investigation of a
topic that engages students in the world through authentic projects,
fieldwork and service.
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Experiential Educationd philosophy of education where students
has direct experience of learning content and environment.

Outdoor Education- philosophy of education that encompasses
environmental and adventurebased education that occurs in an
outdoor setting.
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A Orientation for volunteers

A Service learning
opportunities

A Corporate Community
Service days

A Onsite SchoeBased
fieldtrips







Learning

Service




Education Programs



