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The Adams Park Park-Making Program began with the receipt of an application 
from the Friends of Adams Park, seeking help organizing a planning effort for their 
neighborhood park. Once Park Pride accepted the application for Visioning, the 
neighborhood was invited to participate in the process. 

The Steering Committee comprised the existing Friends of Adams Park group and 
met monthly to determine the direction of the public process and design outcome. 
The Committee distributed flyers and collected questionnaires to neighbors that 
promoted the first public meeting, held on September 8, 2008 at the Master Grill 
Area in Adams Park. At this meeting, participants were asked to imagine a world-
class park in their neighborhood. A list of facilities and activities was developed 
and supplemented with information from the surveys. Once a list was compiled, 
participants were given a base map of their park (not including the golf course) and 
were asked to decide where facilities, improvements, and suggested additions might fit 
on the site. 

The second public meeting was on October 14, 2008. The meeting gave participants 
the opportunity to review Park Pride’s interpretation of the drawing that came out 
of the first meeting. Changes were made and were incorporated in the final plan, 
presented on November 11, 2008. 

Priorities discussed by the community include improving the area around the lake 
and then the areas around the Master Grill Area. The largest change desired by the 
community at the lake area is the removal of the t-ball field backstop and fencing. The 
area is proposed to be a non-programmed lawn space. 

The plan included herein is meant to serve as a documentation of the community’s 
agreed projects and priorities for Adams Park. The graphic plan illustrates concepts 
and is not considered to be a set of construction documents. It will take cooperation 
from the City, the neighbors, and the greater Atlanta community to construct all 
the changes in the park. The Steering Committee will serve an ongoing role in 
spearheading the changes to the park, finding funding sources, and overseeing project 
development. Park Pride will continue to serve as a liaison between the community 
and potential funding sources, including the City of Atlanta. It is expected that the 
entire build-out of the improvements proposed for Adams Park will take years, if not 
decades to complete. The first step, determining the best ways to improve Adams Park 
is completed and another chapter in its redevelopment can begin.

Adams Park: Executive Summary



Wish List: 
Compiled at initial public meeting, September 8, 2008:

Remove Invasive Species/Undergrowth
Repair/Replace Steps at Existing Paths
Path Connections
Restrooms – May Need Discussion
Gazebo – Place to Stop and Sit – Could be Pergola
Stone Pillars at Each Entrance (Similar to Greenwood Cemetery) or John A. White 
at Lagoon and Blvd. Loraine
Picnic Area (Master Grill) Area:
	 Seating
	 ‘Amphitheater’ in Hillside
	 Lawn – Eco-Friendly and/or Drought Resistant
	 Seat Wall
	 Protective Fencing at Stream – Split Rail at Steepest Areas/Bridges
Landscaping at Venetion
Lake Area:
	 Stream Area by Culvert
	 Fountain/Moving Water in Middle of Lake
	 Adult Swings (Bench Swings)
	 More Seasonal Interest/Color – Perhaps Trees, Shrubs, Cherry Trees?
	 Trees around Lake (Beaver-Proof???)
	 Spillway – Cleaned at Pool, Steps, Bridge, Algae at Culvert #4
	 Rain Garden
	 What Might Nature Demand/Create??? 
	 Pedestrian Path Around Lake (Paved, Soft Surface if Practical)
	 Low-Level Lighting 
Solar, if Possible 
Similar to Cascade Rd. Lighting (Historic)
		  Not Baseball Lighting
	 Benches for Fishermen 
		  Natural Looking
		  Wood, Rustic, See CPA Benches as Examples (Split Logs or Similar)
	 Beaver-Retardant Landscape
	 Self-Sustaining Landscape – Natural and Eco-Friendly

 
 
Walt Ray, RLA
Director of Park Visioning
Park Pride, Atlanta.
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